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• Depending on species, some are able to 
adapted to the resources and harborages 
in and around buildings, while others 
depended on local conditions, climate and 
available resources. 
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• Pest - an organism that reduces the 
availability, quality, or value of some 
human resources. 

• The resource can be plant, animal 
grown for food, fiber, pleasure (eg. 
pets, plants in the house), health, and 
even peace of mind. 

• Pests - defined by human needs and 
values and may change with time and 
space. 
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•  Pest status of some arthropods is solely 
based on an intolerance of their presence. 

•  For some people, there is a psychological 
or emotional sensitivity to the presence of 
an insect or other arthropod. 

•  As living space is a personal and sacred 
place, presence of insects may directly 
affect the quality of life there. Tolerance for 
insects in this space is usually low, and 
control is based on an emotional or 
aesthetic threshold. 
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•  It is a false belief in spite of no evidence 
that there are external or internal 
organisms biting or stinging the skin.  

•  The apparent cause of skin irritation is tiny, 
almost invisible insects or mites. 

•  This may develop quickly, persist for 
months or even years. 

• Delusional parasitosis is more common 
with advancing age, and gender (female). 
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•  Victims may even able to provide a detailed 
description of the “organism”. 

•  An itch on the skin is a sensation which may be 
described as a form of pain. 

•  These individuals often have the idea that they 
have mites, fleas and some forms of microscopic 
animals. 

•  Delusional cleptoparasitosis is an extension of DP, 
but the patients imagine arthropod infestations in 
their house. The condition is not accompanied by 
sensation of insect/mite bites, but instead the 
apparent infestation may be imagined in household 
items. 

•  The economic importance of any pest can be 
expressed in the money spent on control and 
preventive measures, the repair and replacement 
costs and lost production or revenue due to 
infestations. 

•  Cost of control is unevenly divided between 
consumer products, and pest control professional 
services. 

•  Purchase of a pest control product is a monetary 
measure of persistence and importance of pests. 

•  The willingness to pay for control for a household 
pest is an emotional measure of the importance of 
a pest. 


